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Artwork by Isabel, aged four, from Finstock CE Primary School, Oxfordshire.  Isabel won her age category in our Easter art contest.  See page three for a full list of winners. 
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Easter Egg competition winners
A BIG thanks to all of the children 
who took part in our Easter Art 
Competition. We were overwhelmed 
by the hundreds of entries from 
Church schools in all areas of our 
Diocese. The first prize winning entry 
from Key Stage One is the front page 
of the April edition of the Door and 
the first prize winning entry from 
Key Stage Two can be seen alongside 
Bishop Colin’s Reflection piece in the 
Door Way. 
 
Key Stage One: 
First Prize Winner: Isabel, aged four 
from Finstock CE Primary School, Oxfordshire. 
Runners up: 
Arwen, from Year Two at Beedon CE Primary School, Berkshire.
Serah, aged six, from St John’s CE Primary School, Reading. 
Leila, aged seven, from Mortimer St Mary’s CE Junior School. 
Sofia, aged six, from St James and St John CE School, Akeley. 
Reo, aged four, from Cold Harbour CE Primary School, Milton 
Keynes. 
Oskar, Year Two, St Nicolas CE School, Taplow.

Key stage Two: 
First Prize winner: Madeline, from Year Four at St Mary and  
St Giles CofE Junior School, Stony Stratford, Milton Keynes. 
Runners up: Austin, aged 10 from Cold Harbour CofE Primary 
School, Bletchley, Milton Keynes. 
Bobbie, aged 10 from Ewelme Church of England School, 
Oxfordshire. 
Oscar, from Year Three at Wheatley CE Primary School, 
Oxfordshire. 
Emily, from Year Six at Mortimer St Mary’s CE Junior School, 
Berkshire. 
Ayesha, from Year Six at St John’s CE Primary School, Reading 
Jamie, aged 10 from Wootton St Peter’s  School.

Director of Mission becomes Bishop
by Sarah Meyrick

CANON Dr Michael Beasley is 
to become the next Bishop of 
Hertford, Downing Street has 
announced.
   Michael, (pictured right 
in Hertford after the 
announcement), who has been 
Director of Mission at the 
Diocese of Oxford for the past 
five years, will be leaving towards 
the end of April. He said: “As I 
move to Hertfordshire I hope 
that the experience I bring from 
Oxford will serve well the people 
of St Albans Diocese. Sad though 
I am to leave Oxford Diocese, 
I’m very much looking forward 
to getting to know the people of 
Hertfordshire.”
   The Acting Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
said: “Michael has been an 
outstanding Director of Mission 

over the past few years and we 
will miss him greatly as he now 
moves to the St Albans Diocese. 
Our loss is, very definitely, their 
gain, and our love and prayers 
go with him and Lizzie, and the 
children.”
Photo: Arun Kataria

Listen to an interview with 
Michael at www.oxford.
anglican.org/direc tor-
mission-becomes-bishop/

LONELINESS will be the theme 
of the next Justice Forum 
organised by the Diocese of 
Oxford’s Mission in the World 
Group.
   The event, taking place later 
this month, comes hot on the 
heels of a report by the Church 
Urban Fund that stated that 
“Loneliness is seen as the most 
significant social problem in 
local communities – cited by 
64 per cent of church leaders.”  
The report, Church in Action: A 
National Survey of church-based 
social action, was released last 
month and can be read here; 
www.cuf.org.uk/.
   Alison Webster, Social 
Responsibility Adviser, said: 
“This Justice Forum will explore 
the nature and complexity of 
loneliness in our society, and 
ask how churches can be good 
news for those hurt by loneliness 
and social isolation, as well 
as addressing the structural 

injustices that give rise to them.”
   Speakers will include Sheila 
Furlong, Chief Executive of the 
Archway Foundation; Rachel 
Mann, author of Dazzling 
Darkness and poet in residence 
at Manchester Cathedral; 
Stacy Bostock, Community 
Researcher for the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation; and 

Joanna Collicutt, Adviser for the 
Spiritual Care of Older People for 
the Diocese. It will be chaired by 
Revd Canon Bruce Gillingham.
   The event takes place on 
Tuesday 28 April from 10am 
to 2pm with a free lunch for 
networking at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church, New Inn Hall 
Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH.

Tackling loneliness at the next Social Justice forum
Operation Bullfinch review
A JOINT statement of faith leaders, including the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
has been released following a Serious Case Review into Operation 
Bullfinch, the police investigation into 
child sexual exploitation in Oxford. 
The review was carried out by the 
Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children 
Board (OSCB) which brings together 
all of the statutory agencies with 
responsibilities for children in the 
area. 

Read the statement at www.
oxford.anglican.org/faith-
leaders-issue-statement-
light-bullfinch-case/

Students cook hot meals for the homeless
COOKERY loving pupils at 
Churchmead School have been 
using their skills to feed homeless 
people visiting their village.
   The 20 youngsters from Year 9 
at the Datchet school – all aged 13 
to 14 – spend their catering class 
every Friday creating delicious 
hot meals to feed homeless guests 
spending the nights at nearby St 
Mary the Virgin Church Hall.
   The London and Slough run 
homeless charity operates a 
scheme throughout winter 
providing warmth, food and 
a comfortable night’s sleep at 
church halls across Slough and 
its surrounding villages.  The 
school, which is in Priory Way, has 
been involved since the start of 
January, creating food weekly for 
the guests.
   Toni Younger, who is the 

headteacher’s assistant/
community liaison, said: “The 
visitors have been enjoying things 
like stews, hotpots and curries 
– so we try to focus on these 
heart-warming types of food ideal 

for the cold winter weather.  The 
students are thoroughly enjoying 
working on the project and it has 
also helped them to learn about 
the harsh reality of life as it is on 
the street.”

Aylesbury’s More Café is just one of the Diocese’s 
social action projects. Photo: Alison Webster

PACT welcomes adoption support

READING based adoption charity PACT (Parents and Children 
Together) has welcomed the Government’s £19.3 million Adoption 
Support Fund, currently being piloted across 10 areas before being 
rolled out nationwide from May 2015. PACT has its own award-
winning therapeutic support services, that take place in rooms 
like the one pictured above. Therapists help adopted children to 
overcome difficult experiences that may have resulted from early 
childhood trauma and neglect. These services significantly increase 
the likelihood of placements having long-term success. 
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Join the Wave of Prayer
THE Oxford Diocese Mothers Union Wave of Prayer takes place from 
20 to 22 April. People in Oxfordshire, Berkshire, and Buckinghamshire 
will be praying for new linked dioceses: Victoria Nyanza in Tanzania, 
Kinshasa in Democratic Republic of Congo, Ahoada, Warri in Nigeria, 
and Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea.  
www.muoxford.org.uk/membership/events/151-wave-of-prayer-
20th-22nd-april-.html

Get set for Yellow Braces

Yellow Braces is the annual Diocesan Youth Weekend for Secondary 
school aged young people and is happening on 10 - 12 July at the 
Hill End Residential centre.
   As ever it will be a great weekend of Christian community, 
worship, malarkey and ‘water balloon volleyball. 
   To find out how this event could involve and benefit your group 
please contact Ian Macdonald on 01865 208 253 or ian.macdonald@
oxford.anglican.org

Berkshire church celebrates 175th anniversary
THIS year Holy Trinity Church, 
Sunningdale, is celebrating 
175 years of worship.  Then a 
rather small, plain building, it 
was consecrated on 22 October, 
1840, when the village consisted 
of around 700 inhabitants.  As 
the century progressed there 
was rapid expansion in the area 
and the church buildings were 
enlarged to accommodate the 
burgeoning population and create 
the form of Holy Trinity Church 
we now know.  
   The familiar outline, with 
its dark shingled tower, would 
have been a landmark for the 
Victorian traveller along the Old 
London Road as it is today for the 
motorist on the busy A30.
   To celebrate its 175 years of 
worship there will be many 
activities in the church.  The first 
of these celebratory events will 
be a Festival of Flowers to be held 
on Sunday, 31 May, beginning 

with a service at 3 pm, followed 
by a tea.  The theme of this is 
All Things Bright and Beautiful 
and flower lovers of all ages are 
invited to take an active part by 
creating arrangements which 
will be displayed in the church 
on the day and for the following 
week.
   The arrangements may be 
simple, perhaps using paper or 
silk, or inspirational, reflecting 
the arranger’s own creativity 
and love of flowers.  They may 
be assembled in the church on 
the morning before the service, 
brought already arranged or 
delivered earlier. 
    If you would like to offer a 
flower arrangement , please 
contact the church office either 
by email on htsadmin@btconnect.
com, or by phone on 01344 
621886.  The office is open 
weekdays between 9.15am and 
12.15pm (closed Fridays and 

school holidays). A reply before 
the end of March will help the 
team to co-ordinate the event and 
assemble the final details.  

New Bishop of Växjö
by Hugh White

ON 12 April in Uppsala, Fredrik 
Modéus will be consecrated 
59th Bishop of Växjö, Oxford’s 
link diocese in Sweden.  Bishop 
Andrew will be among those 
laying on hands.
   Fredrik Modéus was born and 
brought up in Jönköping in the 
diocese of Växjö.  He studied 
theology at Lund University and 
was ordained priest in 1991, 
serving in Värnamo, Hässleholm 
and Oskarshamn before settling 
in Lund where he is currently in 
charge of the cathedral parish.  
He is 50 years old and married 
with three children.  A sports 
fan, he lists running among his 
leisure activities.  He also enjoys 
literature, history and travel.
   Modéus is the author of 
several books and is about to 
be examined for a doctorate.  
He has a particular interest 
in the dynamics of church 
growth.  His experience as a 
priest and his scholarly research 
into congregations lead him to 
believe that more important for 
church growth than programmes 

of activity are caring personal 
relationships.  He stresses the 
importance of listening to other 
people and taking their thinking 
and view of the world with 
the utmost seriousness.  He is 
concerned about the cocksure 
certitude that simply writes off 
opinions and people it disagrees 
with.   
   Openness, though, shouldn’t 
mean lack of commitment: 

“It’s a pain when the Church is 
lukewarm,” says Modéus, who  
believes the Church should go 
deep in prayer and meditation 
and at the same time be right out 
there among the vulnerable of 
society.  
   We pray for God’s blessing 
on Fredrik Modéus in his new 
ministry as bishop and for Växjö 
Diocese and for its continuing 
relationship with Oxford.

Bicester’s new Church school

CHILDREN from St Edburg’s School, Bicester, joined building 
contractor’s Wilmott Dixon for a Turf Cutting Ceremony on the site 
of their new school building. They were given the chance to hear 
about how the building work is carried out, have their photos taken 
and plant some plants at the site. Watch a video here:   
www.oxford.anglican.org/turf-cutting-ceremony-new-
church-school/

Photo: Dave Fleming
Lottery funding for World War One Lychgate
ST NICHOLAS Church, East 
Challow has received £8,900 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
for a project, linking the past 
with the present: the renovation 
of WW1 Memorial Lychgate and 
Commemorative plaque, in St 
Nicholas Church, East Challow.    
   Awarded through HLF’s First 
World War Then and Now 
programme, the project will 
focus on the renovation of 
the First World War Memorial 
Lychgate, the provision of a new 
memorial plaque in the church, 
and studies by St Nicholas School 
and the community to explore 
the familiar links of the names 

on the memorial with those 
who still reside in the village, 
culminating in a public 
display and re-dedication.
   The Memorial Lychgate 
was funded by public 
subscription in 1920 and 
is seen in the village as an 
important symbol for the 
identity and cohesion of the 
community, and its links 
with the past. 
   It is unusual in that it 
contains both the names 
of the fallen and those who 
served during WW1. 
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BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
Visit www. brac e.o� /evenʦ 

info@ brac e.o�  � l: 01494 897950
Embrace the Middle East, 24 London Road West, Amersham HP7 0EZ 

Registered charity number: 1076329

Wa� ior 
archaeologi� s: 
making and 
r aking 
hi� ory in � e 
Mi� �  E� t

A lecture by the 
Rt Rev and Rt Hon 
Dr Rowan Williams
Lord Williams will examine how archaeology can be used to make political 
points in an overheated political atmosphere 

St James’s Church, Piccadilly, London W1J 9LL
Tuesday 12 May 2015, 6.30pm
ALL WELCOME. Admission free. A retiring collection will be made in support of 
Embrace the Middle East, the Christian charity tackling poverty and injustice.

Lord Williams will examine how archaeology can be used to make political 
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Brendan the Navigator – A Call to Risky Living 

Brendan’s story has fascinated and inspired countless generations 
since the monk fi rst set off from Ireland with a group of his friends in 
the 6th century in exploration of a vision, in search of the Promised 
Land.  

This community project invites singers, musicians, dancers, artists, 
photographers and craftspeople from across the Diocese to take 
part in a presentation of work around the song cycle ‘Brendan the 
Navigator – A Call to Risky Living’, which has been written for the 
community choir of St Agnes’ Fountain, Windsor.

Rehearsals for singers and musicians start after Easter and 
culminate with a service on St Brendan’s day, Saturday 16 May 
2015 at 2 pm in the Parish Church of St John the Baptist, in the 
heart of Windsor, followed by an opportunity to view the art and 
craft exhibition over refreshments.

For more information see stagnesfountain.org  
To take part, contact Sue Morgan at St Agnes’ Fountain Music and 

Faith Centre, Windsor on 
email admin@stagnesfountain.org or tel 07752 479624

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 
leave you or destroy you 

or forget the covenant 
with your fathers that he 

swore to them.

De 4:31

the Door, April 2015, page 4
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BURNHAM based stone carver Adrian Powell is creating a sequence of Passion 
Sculptures for a church in North London.  Having won the commission as First Prize 
in a competition held by St Mary’s Stoke Newington back in 2004, Adrian is creating 
individual sculptures as memorials for members of the congregation funded by their 
families. 
   The intention is to place the viewer within the event being depicted, whether it be 
as a passive bystander, or as Veronica or even as a soldier crucifying Jesus. Adrian has 
been interested in sacred art ever since visiting the Cathedral of the Annunciation 
inside the Kremlin in 1985.  Having trained as an archaeologist he came to faith 
in 1990 and eventually changed career to become a stone carver by retraining 
at Weymouth College in 2000.  Since then he has carved statues for St Alban the 
Martyr, Holborn and St Bartholomew’s Church in Shapwick, Dorset. He believes that 
it is vitally important that each generation makes a contribution to the fabric of the 
Church and feels that liturgically themed memorials allow people a lasting focus that 
enhances the devotional life of the Church.
   When not working on sculptures Adrian also works as a mason conservator and 
focuses on ecclesiastical work. He has just completed a wall repair and cleaning 
project at St Laurence, Upton, near Slough. He can be contacted on  
adriandpowell@hotmail.com.

A passion for sculpture

Photo: Adrian Powell

Resources

by Amanda Bloor

Just as there is no one way of being 
a priest (although there are aspects 
of the role that each member of the 
clergy will hold in common), there  

         is  no one way of recognising a 
vocation to ordained ministry. 
   God calls in a variety of ways and each 
person will respond differently to that 
calling. In this book, adapted from her 
blog, Katy Magdalene Price tells the story 
of how she went from being a confirmed 
atheist to being ordained in the Church 
of England – and she doesn’t pull any 
punches on the way. Written with good 
humour and a lively style, this is a text 
that isn’t afraid to criticise the Church’s 
bureaucratic processes, the impenetrability 
of the period of discernment that might 
lead to selection for training, and some 
of the more arcane aspects of life in a 
residential theological college.   
   Should you be wondering what it might 
be like to have your life turned upside 
down by an unexpected and initially 
unwelcome vocation to the priesthood, to 
negotiate the system put in place by the 
Church apparently to dissuade all those 
mad enough to articulate a calling, and 
to find yourself marooned for three years 
in the wilds of Yorkshire with a group of 
similarly deluded potential vicars, this is 
the book for you.  It’s funny, moving and 
at times painfully honest – and it rattles 
along at a pace which keeps interest levels 
high. 
   As one of our Diocesan Directors of 
Ordinands, I winced at some of the 
more pointed comments about systems, 

assumptions 
and 
institutions, 
but I found 
myself 
nodding in 
agreement 
with many 
of Katy’s 
discoveries 
about faith 
and trust as 
she made this 
journey.  I 
need to add 
one caveat; 
this is the 
story of one young woman, in a specific 
place at a particular time, following 
her own path.  It’s the fact that this is a 
personal story that gives it such directness 
and integrity, but it also means that this 
can’t be a ‘how to’ manual.  

“It’s funny, moving and at 
times painfully honest...”

   Each diocese will approach vocational 
guidance and discernment in a slightly 
different way, just as each candidate will 
have their own skills, gifts, experiences 
and understandings.  It won’t be exactly 
the same for you, or for your friend who 
is being called by God, but there will be 
things that you’ll share along the way. 
   I enjoyed this book and will be 
recommending it to people investigating 
their own vocation.  And if you don’t 
believe you have a calling from God, take 
a risk and read it anyway.  After all, what’s 
the worst that can happen if you find 
yourself inspired to find out, like Katy, 
what all the fuss is about?
Revd Dr Amanda Bloor is the Director of 
Ordinands for Berkshire and Dorchester.

I Think It’s God Calling
Katy Magdalene Price
BRF
£7.99 

by  Sarah Meyrick

100 Ways to Get Your Church Noticed 
is not strictly a new book. It’s a 
refreshed and expanded version of 
Neil Pugmire’s 2006 book of the 

same name. The good news is that it’s been 
thoroughly updated to cover the new forms 
of communication, such as social media 
and mobile technology, that most of us 
now take for granted.
   The 100 ideas are grouped into sections 
under headings such as ‘strategy’, 
‘identity’, ‘leaflets/posters’, ‘parish 
magazines’, ‘media liaison’ and so on. 
Every chapter has some introductory 
text, and then a ‘how to do it’ list of 
practicalities. There are examples of good 
and bad practice: a bad photograph is set 
alongside a good one, with an explanation 
of how the better one was achieved and 
why it was more powerful. There are 
sample designs for logos and typefaces, 
drawing attention to the strengths and 
weaknesses of different approaches.
   As a result there is probably something 
for everyone – whether your church is in 
a small village, and you want some fresh 
ideas about engaging with visitors, or you 
live in a more urban setting and want to 
make sure your branding stands out in the 
High Street. If you are new to social media, 
there are step-by-step notes on how to get 
started. Best of all, the author always asks 
the important question: who are you trying 
to connect with and what are you trying to 
achieve in that encounter? 

   Much of 
the content is 
about making 
the most 
of different 
channels of 
communication. 
But the book 
is really about 
mission, which 
of course is 
the primary 
purpose of that 
communication.    
   It contains eminently do-able suggestions 
for improving outreach, for building 
relationships in the community, for 
connecting with people through interests 
such as sport, and for deepening links with 
those on the fringes of church life.
   Some of the ideas will probably seem very 
familiar. Most are so simple that if you’re 
not already doing them, you’ll find yourself 
wondering why not. 

“...100 ways is practical, 
straightforward and full 
of common sense.”

   I confess that I know Neil; he does more 
or less the same job as I do, for the Diocese 
of Portsmouth. I think at £17.99 (for a 
paperback, albeit large format) it’s over-
priced. But the reason I recommend his 
book so wholeheartedly is the same as 
the reason I was happy to recommend the 
original one: 100 Ways as it is practical, 
straightforward and full of common sense. 
Sarah Meyrick is Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford.  

100 Ways to Get Your Church 
Noticed
Neil Pugmire 
Church House Publishing 
£17.99

by Graham Sykes

Many may ask who Henry 
Smith was and a few will 
connect his name with the 
Henry Smith Charity which 

gives away £27 million per annum. 
   A part of this charitable giving goes to 
assist clergy in need. This need can be very 
varied from assistance with travel costs 
where a member of the family is seriously 
ill and in hospital far way through to 
grants when a new child arrives. This book 
tells the story of a man who at the time 
of his father’s death was at an extreme 
pecuniary disadvantage. His will, dated 
24 April 1627, established the fund which 
gives so much charitable benefit to this 
day. 
   It’s a good read as Henry was involved 

in all kinds 
of interesting 
financial dealings 
including money 
lending which 
was much 
frowned upon in 
Shakespearean 
England. He 
may have been 
captured at one 
point by pirates! 
What is known 
is that he spent 
the last years of 
his life setting out in detail how his wealth 
would be used to benefit others with a 
particular emphasis on clergy and the 
Church.  This is a good coffee table book 
filled with interesting detail about how the 
charity has managed its investments over 
the last 388 years. 
   The Revd Graham Sykes is Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford and Chair of the 
Door’s Editorial Support Group. 

Henry Smith - his life and legacy
Lucy Lethbridge and Tim Wales
Read Media
£20

THE Door has three copies of I Think It’s God Calling to give away in this 
month’s prize draw. 

   To be in with a chance of winning, answer the following question: In the 
vocations discernment process, what do the letters BAP stand for? Send 
your answers, along with your name and address to I Think It’s God Calling 
Competition, Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for 
entries is Friday 10 April.

Win a book 
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Around the Deaneries - Amersham

THE Revd Camilla Walton (right) 
is extremely busy, juggling a role 
as the Area Dean of the huge 
Amersham Deanery with her job 

as Team Vicar in the Beaconsfield Benefice.
   We caught up over lunch in a café in 
Beaconsfield, just down the road from 
St Mary’s Church. It’s a place Camilla 
regularly uses for meetings with clergy 
from the parishes she supports as Area 
Dean, a role she has done for about two-
and-a-half years. Before that she was 
Assistant Area Dean.
   “It’s taken me this long to feel I know 
what my role is and to begin to understand 
the depth of the deanery,” says Camilla. 
The Amersham Deanery includes part of 
the M40, a well-known commuter route 
into London and, as a result, parts of it are 
extremely wealthy. At the same time, there 
are also pockets of urban deprivation, 
where the Trussell Trust has a large 
presence with foodbanks providing vital 
necessities to some of the area’s poorest 
people. 
   There is a spread of church traditions, 
from large Evangelical congregations to 

much smaller rural parishes that, with 
the support of the Deanery Synod, are 
working together.  “It’s about admitting 
they don’t all see eye to eye, but they do 
all have the same aims and purpose,” says 
Camilla, who works strategically to ensure 
that Synod meetings are held in different 
areas, including Denham, which is on the 
opposite side of the motorway to the rest 
of the deanery.  
   Amersham has a tradition of starting 
training courses to empower people in 
the pews, as well as a pastoral course that 
has been rolled out across the diocese and 
preaching courses. 

   “We are the first deanery to set 
up a Deanery Trust, a separate 
charity running alongside our 
main work, and we are still 
working out what that means 
for us.”
   (See the Moneybox supplement 
in the March edition of the Door 
for the full story on this.)  “One 
of the things we have been doing 
for the last two years is Mission 
Action Planning. We couldn’t 
do that without knowing what 
the parish mission action plans 
were. We’ve been supporting 
parishes in creating their own 
MAPs, then responded to what 
they were already doing on the 
ground to do with mission, 
outreach and growth.
   “It’s been looking at how 
different parishes might be 
able to support each other with 
resources. It’s about saying 
certain parishes are good at, say, 
family work, while others want 
to do it but don’t know where to 
start. It makes sense to get them together.”
   One example of collaborative ministry 
is a funeral chaplaincy. “We did research 
into funerals and how clergy collaborated 
with undertakers,” said Camilla. “The 
chaplaincy works across our area and spills 
into High Wycombe and it means that at 
any one time we have someone available to 
take a call about a funeral.”

 
Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Camilla Walton 
Lay Chair: Don Sanderson 
Clergy: 38 
Churches: 31 
Benefices: 12

A CAFÉ style seeker service is attracting 80 to 100 people to the Parish Hall at 
Chalfont St Peter’s Church every week. 
   Children and their parents, most of whom had no prior church contact, enjoy the 
event. From this, another second service for growing leaders has been launched and 
a weekday toddlers group which is also close to capacity.
    The Revd Jim King, from Chalfont St Peter, said: “About six years ago we realised 
we were in slow, steady decline. The population was ageing and we had a gap of a 
generation-and-a-half. We weren’t retaining or attracting children or young people.”
   With a Sunday school of sometimes no children and sometimes only half a 
dozen, the PCC got together, prayed and sought God as well as asking for advice 
from elsewhere. “We came up with an outreach service focused on families and 
children. They come together for 35 to 40 minutes in an informal, non-threatening 
atmosphere where they can simply come and be welcomed. There is coffee and 
refreshments available and the aim is to make friends and build relationships.”
   The service involves interactive songs, teaching, crafts and worksheets for the 
children and information for parents to take away. “It’s fun, really chaotic and the 
parents and kids love it,” said Jim. 
   “We have found a real spiritual hunger amongst parents with young children. We 
had no idea who would come and we get new people almost every time.”

For more see http://
amershamdeanery.com

Feeding a spiritual hunger

Celebrating a brand new benefice
by  the Revd Ian Brown

AN Easter party will celebrate the creation 
of the new Benefice of Chalfont St Giles, 
Seer Green and Jordans. 
   A benefice is a larger area than a parish 
and normally includes at least two 
parishes. It is led by clergy, in this case 
the Revd Ian Brown, as well as part-
time clergy. In this new benefice there is 
also an Associate Priest, the Revd Cassa 
Messervey. 
   Other lay leaders support the clergy; 
Linda West the Licensed Lay Minister and 
also the PCCs of the parishes. 

   We are excited about working creatively 
together to further the mission of God 
through our churches. The benefice was 
inaugurated in February this year at a 
special service in Chalfont St Giles, with 
Bishop Alan licensing Cassa and Ian in the 
morning and Archdeacon Karen installing 
and inducting during an afternoon service 
in Seer Green. 
   Also in February Ian and Cassa effected  
a ‘church swap’ so that their congregations 
began to  get to know them a little better. 
   The children’s Easter party takes place on 
Easter Saturday. 

ENCOURAGING families to attend church 
when there are so many sporting fixtures 
on Sundays can be a challenge. 
   So at St James’ Gerrards Cross, the 
church has its very own football club, with 
150 children and 11 teams of children, 
catering for those up to the end of Key 
Stage Two. Matches are played in a 

Saturday league, enabling club members 
and their parents to get a football fix and 
attend church on a Sunday. 
   “This club started to encourage children 
to play football competitively but with a 
strong Christian influence,” says the Revd 
Martin Williams, the Rector. 

Soccer on Saturdays



retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675
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8 Election special
Last month, the House of 
Bishops published a 52-page 
pastoral letter to the people 
and parishes of the Church of 
England ahead of the General 
Election in May. Who is my 
neighbour? calls for fresh moral 
vision in our political life. The 
key points are summarised 
below. 

Who is my neighbour? 
The bishops outline the motivation for 
the Church’s involvement in wider society. 
As Christians, we believe that humans are 
created in the image of God. “But we are not 
made in isolation. We belong together in a 
creation which should be cherished and not 
simply used and consumed.” The bishops 
call for a “trajectory for a new kind of 
politics”. The aim is to help church members 
negotiate “these dangerous times to build 
the kind of society which many people 
say they want”, something many feel isn’t 
offered by political parties. 

The duty of the Church to 
engage in political debate 
The Church has an obligation to engage 
with the political process. Christians 
“share responsibility with all citizens to 
participate in the democratic structures 
of our nation”. The claim that religion 
and political life must be kept separate is 
“frequently disingenuous”. Politicians and 
commentators are happy for the Church 
to speak on political issues as long as the 
Church agrees with their perspective.  

Political neutrality 
The letter doesn’t encourage people to 
vote for any particular party. There isn’t 
a single Anglican view on which party has 
the answers to the challenges facing the 
country.

The UK’s political culture 
The public feel detached from political 
life, and “all political parties struggle to 
communicate a convincing vision”. It is time 
to move beyond “retail politics” and instead 
focus on the common good, and that 
includes the participation of more people in 
developing a political vision. 

The role of the state  
Different communities have different needs 
and priorities. But there is a “chill factor” 
when law and regulation intrude too far into 
everyday life. The letter calls for “a richer 
justification for the state, a better account 
of the purposes of government, and a more 
serious way of talking about taxation”. 
Institutions such as housing associations 
and credit unions are too often overlooked 
by policymakers, and struggle to bring the 
benefit that they could.  
 

Role of the family 
“We are most human when we know 
ourselves to be dependent on others,” says 
the letter. “That is something we first learn 
in families, if we are fortunate enough to 

experience the blessings of family life. And 
families are not only for children.”  
 

The economy 
The bishops point to the crisis in banking 
and housing. Economics should be 
understood as a moral discipline. At the 
moment, the UK economy has an excessive 
emphasis on competition. “Consumption, 
rather than production, has come to 
define us, and individualism has tended to 
estrange people from one another.” 

Poverty and inequality 
Inequality has widened. The Church backs 
the living wage. “The Biblical tradition is not 
only ‘biased to the poor’, as often noted, but 
warns constantly against too much power 
falling into too few hands. When it does, 
human sympathies are strained to breaking 
point.” 

Unemployment 
The letter welcomes the fact that UK 
unemployment hasn’t risen as high as was 
predicted. “Worklessness has long been 
acknowledged as corrosive of human dignity 
and sense of identity.” 

Welfare reform 
Political life would be enhanced if “state 
sponsored action to underpin the welfare 
of each citizen” was acknowledged. They 
warn against “stirring up resentment 
against some identifiable “other’” and 
dehumanising particular social groups. 

Health 
The letter raises the issue of loneliness. 
“If the care of severely disabled people, 
the terminally ill or people with dementia 
was shared in the context of a supportive 
network of friends, neighbours and allies, 
the fear of being a burden on others would 
not lead so many to undervalue their own 
life, even to the point of seeking to end it.” 

Immigration 
Neighbourliness and hospitality is a key 
theme. “There is a growing appetite to 
exploit grievances, find scapegoats and 
create barriers between people and nations.” 

Education 
Schools should try to model a community of 
communities. “The purpose of education is 
not simply to prepare people to be economic 
units but to nurture their ability to flourish 
as themselves and to seek the flourishing of 
others.” 

Environment 
The bishops support policies that respect 
the environment. “We belong together in a 
creation which should be cherished and not 
simply used and consumed.” 

Britain’s global role 
“Without a grasp of the power and meaning 
of religion, it is impossible to understand 
the dynamics of global politics today… yet  

What should voters ask of candidates? 
This election provides the opportunity to 
“sow the seeds of a new politics”. Voters 
should support candidates with policies that 
demonstrate these six values: 
1. Ending the accumulation of power and 
wealth in fewer and fewer hands, whether 
those of the state, corporations or individuals. 
2. Involving people at a deeper level in the 
decisions that affect them most. 
3. Recognising the distinctive communities 
(geographical, religious or cultural) that make 
up the nation and enabling all to thrive and 
participate together. 
4. Treating the electorate as people with roots, 
commitments and traditions and addressing 
voters in terms of the common good, rather 
than as self-interested consumers. 
5. Demonstrating that the weak, the 
dependent, the sick, the aged and the 
vulnerable are of equal value to everyone else 
in society. 
6. Offering the electorate a grown-up debate 
about Britain’s place in the world order and all 
that entails. 

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com

www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

BRAMBLE COTTAGE,
MOUSEHOLE, CORNWALL

For brochure, please telephone

01588 680316

Two bedroom Fisherman’s 
cottage with modern 

extension. Superb view from 
all windows to Mousehole 

Harbour and Mounts Bay. On 
coastal path to Lamorna Cove.

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Travel Insurance
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Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

EARLY SUMMER SPECIAL PRICES
New low prices for Portugal, Italy, 

Greek Islands, Cyprus, Spain and more

Commit your work 
to the Lord, and 
your plans will be 
established.

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV)
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our perceptions of cultural and political 
interdependence lag far behind.”  
 

Defence and war 
Military intervention by Britain is not 
always wrong, but “support should not be 
offered blindly”.  
 

International development 
“The Government is to be commended 
for committing 0.7 per cent of GDP to 
overseas aid when budgets have been so 
hard pressed,” says the letter. “For any party 
to abandon or reduce this commitment 
would be globally irresponsible in pragmatic 
terms as well as indicating that the moral 
imperatives of mutuality and reconciliation 
counted for nothing.”  
 

Threat from extremism and 
religiously inspired conflict 
The constant threat to the stability 
of all nations is a reminder of our 
interdependence. “The answer to 
‘furious religion’ (that is, the religious 
impulse turned in on itself or used to 
justify oppression and conflict) is not 
to marginalise religion in general or see 
religious faith as some kind of problem. 
. . It is to acknowledge that religious 
commitment is extraordinarily widespread 
and that people of faith within all the 
historic traditions have much to offer to 
a vision of a good society and a peaceful 
world.” 
 

To read the letter in full see: https://
churchofengland.org/media/2170230/
whoismyneighbour-pages.pdf 
Alternatively hard copies are available 
for £3.99 from Church House Bookshop 
(0845 017 6965 or www.chbookshop.
co.uk)

Vounteers sort food at a foodbank. Will the next Government eradicate the poverty that causes the need for foodbanks across the UK?  
Photo: www.solitaireworks.com

Quiz your candidates
CHURCHES across the Thames Valley are 
holding hustings giving the public the 
chance to quiz parliamentary candidates 
and MPs defending their seats about issues 
that matter to them.
   To find out if there is a hustings in your 
area visit  www.churcheselection.org.uk 
   The website also contains a range of 
election related resources, including 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland’s 
own 2020 Vision of the Good Society 
discussion document, as well as briefings 
and events from member churches and 
others. It also allows you to register details 
of your own hustings. 
 

A hustings near you
details correct at the time of going to press 

Oxfordshire:

• Emmanuel  Church, Bicester, at 7pm on Sunday 12 April.
• St Mary’s Church, The Green, Witney, at 7.30pm on Friday 10 April.
• Chipping Norton Town Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 29 April.
• St Mary’s, Banbury, at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21 April.
• Corn Exchange, Faringdon, at 7pm for 7.30pm on Friday 10 April. 
• Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford,  at 7pm on Monday 16 April.
• St Peter and St Paul’s Church, West Way, Botley, at 7pm on Friday 17 April.
• Wallingford School, at 7.30pm on 15 April.
• Cornerstone in Didcot at 7.30pm on Thursday 23 April.
• St Mary’s Church, Witney, at 7.30pm on  Friday 10 April. 

Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21 April.

Berkshire:

• The Pavilion RG1 7UY on Sunday 19 April. Questions and Answers from 4pm - 6pm 
and refreshments from 7pm - 8pm. 

• Kerith Centre, Bracknell on Wednesdsay 29 April from 7.45pm to 9.45pm.

Buckinghamshire: 

• All Saints, High Wycombe on Wednesday 29 April at 7.30pm.
• St Mary’s Church, Slough on Thursday 23 April at 7.30pm.

Quality craftsmanship
Affordable headstones
All authority paper 
work dealt with
100% peace of mind

01280 423201
www.arkmemorials.co.uk

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk

FSP Sargeant Door Advert - 13466 v2.indd   1 10/12/2014   18:20

Have a life-changing 
experience with Us.
Our Journey with Us programme is
a chance to experience the life 
and mission of the world church.
We arrange short-term placements, 
of up to one year, for self-funding 
volunteers aged 18 to 80.
www.weareUs.org.uk/journey
Us. The new 
name for USPG

Registered charity 
number 234518
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The Easter story is ba�ling it
out on supermarket shelves

When you buy your Easter eggs from the 
supermarket this year, take a look at the shelves. 

In Tesco, Waitrose and Morrisons you will find 
The Real Easter Egg doing battle with some big 
brands and characters including Darth Vader 
and the Daleks!

The Real Easter Egg is different. Out of the 80 
million eggs sold in the UK every year, it is the 
only chocolate egg which a copy of the Easter 
story in the box. It is made from high quality 
Fairtrade chocolate and supports charitable 
projects with a donation from sales.

So switch to The Real Easter Egg and ask for 
them if you can’t see them.

Available now from:

Also available from independent shops.

For details see
www.realeasteregg.co.uk

A
lso

 Available From SPECIAL OFFER 40% OFF
and FREE Delivery at
shop.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk

sign up now at:
meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/gi�bars

Supermarkets which are stocking will only have 12 eggs on display at any one time and
only Tesco has the Premium Egg (the one with the olive wood dove keyring in the box)

The Real Easter Egg pictured 
on the shelves of Tesco.

Let Us Make You a
Customised Bar
Souvenirs - Gi�s - Fundraising

We are the first company to introduce a fast 
track service for producing Fairtrade 
chocolate bars with customised wrappers.

As part of the service we design a wrapper 
with your own picture, logo, text on the front 
and back. We then take it through the 
Fairtrade approval process. Shortly after we 
will deliver your customised luxury 
Meaningful Chocolate bars.

We do this as part of our commitment to 
ethical trading.

Our aim is that churches, cathedrals and 
established tourist attractions will sign up for 
their own Meaningful bar.

the Door, April 2015, page 10
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#Washday15  

The Lent campaign leading 
up to Maundy Thursday is 
gathering pace. Here the Door 
shows #Washday15 in pictures. 

#Washday15 goes global

by Sarah Meyrick

The #Washday15 initiative is making 
waves across the pond. Staff from 
the Episcopal Church have been in 
touch to say that they are promoting 
the idea in their parishes in the USA. 
And parishes in our link Diocese of 
Växjö in Sweden will be invited to take 
part.  The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Justin Welby did the washing up at a 
school in Birmingham. There is even 

a suggestion that the material for 
school assemblies will be translated 
into French and Spanish to maximise 
its usage across the Anglican 
Communion. Closer to home,  Bishop 
Colin, the Acting Bishop of Oxford, 
The Dean of Christ Church Cathedral 
and members of the Cathedral 
Chapter will be helping to wash a 
British Red Cross vehicle on Maundy 
Thursday at Christ Church Cathedral.

Top, from left, Children 
from Great Horwood 
School, Buckinghamshire, 
enjoyed washing signs, 
gates and  their chicken 
house; Bishop Alan 
washes the windows with 
pupils at Aylesbury Vale 
Academy, The #Washday 
Prayer; Middle: the Revd 
Gill Lovell, of Burghfield, 
washes a school sign, Ian MacDonald, Youth Adviser to the Diocese washes cars in the 
Diocesan Church House car park; The Archdeacon of Buckingham, the Venerable Karen 
Gorham, spring cleans signs across her patch; Jo Duckles, Editor of the Door attempts to 
wash a BBC Radio Oxford car while being interviewed by presenter Charles Nove about 
#Washday15; bottom left, Staff from Diocesan Church House took part in a litter pick 
around North Hinksey and Botley in Oxford. See www.washday.org and @washday15 to 
learn how you can take part.
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If you, or someone you know 
would like more information about  

Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact:  

Laura Alm  
Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug 
or alcohol abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other  
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 300 acre  
dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

Find out about: 

•	 The Introduction to Preaching
•	 The Introduction to the Church of England
•	 Planning and Leading all age worship
•	 Teaching and Preaching for all ages
•	 Introduction to Pastoral Care 

Equipped for Life
Learning for Discipleship and Ministry

Courses for April - July 2015

Details and booking information at 
  www.oxford.anglican.org/our-faith/lifelong-learning  

or phone 01865 208257

the Door, April 2015, page 12



Advertisement Feature

 CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL                     

3 Brewer Street, Oxford OX1 1QW

Auditions for Choristers aged 7/8 can be arranged during 
most term time weeks.

Substantial subsidy from the Cathedral puts this opportunity within the reach of 
many families.

For more information please contact: registrar@cccs.org.uk

“To hear a choir like this is to hear a quality of musicianship with 
no equal anywhere in the world”

Sunday Independent

PHILOSOPHY &
THEOLOGY IN ACTION
POSTGRADUATE STUDY AT HEYTHROP

Philosophy & Theology
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

Choose from our wide range of 22 
postgraduate programmes starting in 
September 2015.

Heythrop College is the specialist philosophy and 
theology college of the University of London. We have 
a 400 year history and an international reputation for 
academic excellence and world-leading research.

Find out more at www.heythrop.ac.uk/pg
OPEN EVENING: WEDNESDAY 29 APRIL
  TUESDAY16 JUNE

q 020 7795 6600
E admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk
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Writing this, it seems that 
education has slipped onto 
the back burner of hot topics 
for politicians, overshadowed 
by The Health Service and the 
European/ immigration issue.

However this is surely a short 
sighted view and will not 
help the serious political and 
economic situations we find 
ourselves in for the long term.

Surely it is vital to invest in 
the thinking and empathetic 
abilities of our young people 
now, to enable better, more 
fair and envisioned decisions 
to be made in the future.

This has always been the 
passion of good educators, 
and Christianity has a 
plethora of “saints” who 
have been impassioned 
about teaching and 
educating since Paul spoke 
to the churches under his 
care, and discipled and 
taught the young Timothy 
everything he knew in the 
very early days of the faith.

In this day and age, Church 
based schools are once 
again rising to the challenge 
of educating a generation in 
the ways of Christ, who was 
called “Teacher” by his own 
earthly followers.

And enlightened followers 
of Christ are determined to 
keep up their own educations 
throughout their lives as part 
of their commitment to being 
taught by Him. There may 
be solutions just around the 
corner for some of the more 
complex modern problems 
we need to deal with in the 
21st Century and good lifelong 
education will definitely play 
its part in the finding of these 
solutions.

KNOWING GOD IN PRACTICE: 
THEOLOGY FOR MINISTRY AND MISSION

Ordained Ministry Students • Readers in Training 
Independent Students

Choice of four modes of study:
• Part-ti me: weekly evening classes in central London or 

Canterbury
• Part-ti me: teaching days
• Full-ti me: weekly evening classes in central London or 

Canterbury and teaching days
• Full-ti me: supervised ministry in a parochial context, 

weekly evening classes in central London or Canterbury 
and teaching days

Ordained Ministry Students and Readers in Training also 
undertake additi onal residenti al teaching events and/or study 
days.

Please contact us for more details:
Email: admissions@seite.co.uk • Telephone: 01227 471120

Website: www.seite.co.uk

Education slipped onto the 
back burner of political topics
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www.maf-uk.org/stories
Registered charity in England and Wales (1064598) and in Scotland (SC039107)  ® Registered trademark 3026860, 3026908, 3026915

Find out more about MAF’s continuing 
lifeline missions at www.maf-uk.org/stories 

13-XXX Advert.indd   1 16/06/2014   17:03



15Comment        Letters

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Production/Distribution Manager: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Glenda Charitos Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com
Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: prayerdiary@oxford.anglican.org

Deadline for May 2015 issue:  Friday 27 March 2015.
Published: Monday 20 April 2015. 

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 
Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Returning home to 
a new Archdeaconry
Since the beginning 
of June 2014 
Charles Chadwick 
has been the Parish 
Development Adviser 
for the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry, so we 
invited him to reflect on 
his first nine months in 
post. 

It has felt both a little strange and familiar to be back 
in the diocese in which I grew up. I served in three 
parishes in Buckinghamshire during the late 80s 
and 90s then spent 13 years in a Somerset benefice 

before returning  here to this new role in newly created 
Archdeaconry. One thing, in particular, has struck me 
during these last nine months or so, and that is just how 
much creativity is going on.
   Much of my travels throughout the Archdeaconry are in 
relation to Mission Action Planning and helping parishes 
and benefices to consider what God might be saying to 
them about the future. I have come across a very wide 
range of innovative ideas, plans and schemes which have 
been both inspiring and encouraging. Ideas that not only 
enable people to experience the Church as a vibrant, 
committed contributor to the common good, but also to 
give people insight into, and experience of, what it is that 
motivates church people - namely the love of God as seen 
in Jesus Christ. 

“Many creative ways of sharing our 
living faith are being developed...”

   Let me describe some of these plans: a person had 
noticed that a Jewish family and a Muslim family had 
moved into her village and was organising an informal 
occasion when people could talk about their faith. Another 
deanery was thinking about ministry to and with men, 
while a Team Ministry elsewhere devised a creative 
biblically-based ‘strap line’ to show what they stood for. 
Another benefice reflected on some of the vast number 
of images of the Church found in the New Testament to 
help them decide its priorities, while a church that had 
been re-ordered wondered about using it as a cinema for 
the community some of the time. Many creative ways of 
sharing our living faith are being developed across the 
Dorchester Archdeaconry. 

“...God’s Kingdom, and all that it 
stands for, is being advanced.”

   Of course, this is not the whole picture and there are 
many challenges, both routine and novel, to be engaged 
with. Yet I have observed that where there is a relaxed, 
non-anxious and patient prayerfulness, generosity in 
many forms, a deeply felt sense of gratitude for all that 
we receive from God, and a trust in God that he can create 
something of value and goodness (often in what might not 
seem to be the most ideal of circumstances) then creativity 
is flourishing and God’s Kingdom, and all that it stands 
for, is being advanced. 
The Revd Charles Chadwick, Parish Development 
Adviser for the Dorchester Archdeaconry, can be 
contacted at 01865-208256 and charles.chadwick@
oxford.anglican.org.uk .

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Do more for animals 
As a Catholic, I feel that my Church does not do enough 
to promote justice and compassion towards our fellow 
creatures.
   I have set up an online petition asking the Catholic 
Bishops of England and Wales to establish a Committee, 
within the auspices of the Bishops’ Conference, ‘on 
matters of Responsibility and Justice towards our fellow 
creatures’.
   Such a Committee would enable the Church to focus 
attention on the moral aspect of how we treat animals, 
and would create a platform for expressing our concerns 
on these matters to the teaching body of the Church.

The petition can be found on the Care2 website, where 
it can be searched for by name ‘ Call on the Catholic 
Church to do more for Animals’. http://tinyurl.com/
nr53fnm  
   A Committee on Animals is just a small step forward 
for the Catholic Church, but it would immediately 
improve the status of animals in the UK, and would be a 
model for Bishops’ Conferences throughout the world.
   I urge all those in the Anglican community who read 
this and who share my concern for all God’s creatures to 
sign this petition
Virginia Bell, Oxford.

Old Windsor - a village in its own right
I must correct the description of Old Windsor in 
February’s Around the Deaneries. It is not an area 
of the town of Windsor. It is two-and-a-half miles 
downstream from there, a separate, substantial village 
(pop. 5,000) which existed long before new Windsor, 
but became unimportant after the castle was built by 
William the Conqueror.

   Before that, Old Windsor was notable for its royal 
palace, one of the residencies of the Kings of England 
and Parliaments were held there some times.
Old Windsor’s original church was destroyed by King 
John in 1216. The present building was re-built in 1218 
and I believe it is a Grade Two Listed Building. 

 Anne Beer, Old Windsor.

God in the life of...
Continued from page 16... 
“It’s part of the fabric of the England I grew up in and it 
centres me hugely.  
   “When I come back I do two things. I go for a walk so I 
can geographically find my way home and the other is to 
go to church with Felicity. To me the Church of England 
is rooted in our history and that makes me a traditional 
Anglican.
   “Living in the vicarage  has put what I do into context. 
It’s stupid getting stressed about things that are far less 
important than the things Felicity is dealing with. I came 
home once after making a game show where people were 
throwing footballs into fake volcanoes. The balls were 
bouncing out and it was all going horribly wrong. 

   “We had a crew of 70 people waiting for it to go right. 
It’s important that production goes right, especially if 
the crew are on double time. If it doesn’t, it is expensive. 
However, when Felicity is dealing with a suicide call or 
acting as a person of responsibility at the police station, 
the contrast is very levelling.” 
  “Being in a vicarage means you plug into the centre of a 
community, rather than spending six years trying to join 
it. I see all aspects of life, happiness, sadness, excitement, 
when I go to church. I meet people from all walks of life 
and all stages of life,” added Justin.   As I left the vicarage 
he was planning to fly to Belfast the next day for a 
business meeting.
Justin is married to Felicity, the Team Rector of 
Kidlington with Hampton Poyle. They have one 
daughter, Nat, 23, who is training to be a vet. 

News extra...
THE DIOCESE of 
Oxford is in search 
of a new home for its 
diocesan offices. This 
will be discussed at 
Diocesan Synod at its 
meeting on 21 March, 
after the Door went to 
press.
   A number of 
factors have made this necessary: the squeeze on 
accommodation at DCH, due to an expansion of staff in 
certain areas, such as the vital field of Education, which 
is taking on a new role a result of the changing political 
climate. There is also significant pressure on meeting 
room space, meaning that requests for meetings 
space for diocesan groups, committees and staff are 
frequently turned away. The other issue is that DCH is 
in need of significant refurbishment.
   At its meeting in February Bishop’s Council voted 
overwhelmingly in favour of moving to a new modern 
office block, having explored other options such as 
building on to the current office. 

  “Bishop’s Council recognised the need for some radical 
thinking about the needs of the diocese for the next 25 
years,” said Rosemary Pearce, Diocesan Secretary.
“Nothing has been finalised yet but we are exploring 
a number of options that would provide us with the 
working space we need.   
‘A once in a generation decision’
   “Other dioceses that have moved to modern, open 
planned offices have reported great benefits from 
improved integrated working. I believe this will 
benefit the diocese as a whole and, I hope that the new 
accommodation will offer greater opportunities for 
diocesan training and parish events. This is clearly a 
once in a generation 
decision, which we 
can’t afford to get 
wrong,” she added. 
A report from 
diocesan synod on 
this and other items 
on the agenda will be 
online afterwards.

In search of a new Diocesan Church House

www.oxford.anglican.org/
diocesansynod
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funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
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www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
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CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0415

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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AND ACCESSORIES
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and Robemakers
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TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
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WHEN he graduated, Justin 
Scroggie had no idea what he 
wanted to do. Now the BAFTA 
award winner tells Jo Duckles 
about his life in television. 

Justin offers me a cappuccino in the 
vicarage he shares with his wife, the 
Revd Felicity Scroggie, and their three 
cats in Kidlington, Oxfordshire. I  

         caught up with him between the 
travels that have seen him visit Seoul, 
Cannes, Belfast, Capetown, Johannesburg, 
Toronto and Mumbai in the last six 
months alone. He tells me how, as he was 
coming to the end of his theology degree 
at Keble College, Oxford his dad wrote to 
him, expecting him to be thinking about 
his future career. 
   He had studied theology as he saw it as 
an exciting alternative to English, offering 
a broader range of ways of analysing the 
core text, the Bible, through the lenses 
of different movements from the time 
the scriptures were first recorded, up to 
the present day. His international work 
has continued to inform and broaden his 
understanding of cultures and faiths. 

“Television is a window 
on a culture and 
broadens your mind.”

   Current projects include a cooking 
competition he devisied, in production 
in Toronto and Montreal, talent search 
for electronic dance music DJs in Africa 
and a video games magazine programme 
in Uganda as well as a teen spy show in 
Toronto.  “I have a window into different 
countries. In Mongolia, we built a new TV 
station from scratch, and in our new daily 
live breakfast show we planned an item 
on weddings on a budget, but there is one 
Buddhist wedding temple and they do all 
of the catering. Weddings cost the same 
there. I’ve done a lot of work with secular 
Jews in Israel. I had always experienced 
Judaism as religious before that. 
   “In South Africa I consulted on a 

big talent show, I Want To Sing Gospel. 
Gospel music is huge out there. I helped 
them to see that how the person singing 
communicates spiritually should be part 
of the judging process. The work I do 
has brought me into touch in interesting 
and unusual ways with other religions.  
Television is a window on a culture and 
broadens your mind,” says Justin, whose 
career began with a dissatisfying spell in 
finance.  He only considered his chosen 
career path when a friend-of-a-friend 
suggested television. 
    A three week contract on a Channel  
Four late night talk show turned into 
three-and-a-half years, starting as 
cuttings boy.  This provided a much 
needed introduction to current affairs as 
Justin scoured daily, weekly and monthly 
newspapers for interesting stories. 
   With a colleague he invented the panel 
game Don’t Quote Me about things people 
wished they hadn’t said. This sparked a 
promotion and he went on to work on 

various programmes including Gloria 
Live, a morning talkshow and Behind the 
Headlines – a daily talk show taking a 
sideways look at current stories. 
   “I also did a documentary with Norman 
Tebbit stating the Church of England 
should be privatised,” says Justin, who got 
a wake-up call when he was rejected from 
a job on a serious religious programme 
because his CV was too eclectic.  “The 
rejection was despite two theology 
degrees,” he says.  Moving on to have 
“immense fun” on The Crystal Maze, 
he would work on location, designing 
and overseeing games for this cult TV 
gameshow. He moved on to Treasure Hunt, 
thoroughly enjoying flying the clue-trails 
he designed. “I love helicopters and tried 
to work them into everything,” he says. 
He also produced CITV reality series 
Starfinder, which won a BAFTA for its 
interactivity. 
   Justin thoroughly enjoyed taking some 
time out to write books, a faster creative 

process than television. He wrote a series 
of 10 Smarties books, including joke books 
and a non fiction book for adults on secret 
signs and symbols. 
   Now known as the Format Doctor,  
Justin heads a global TV consultancy with 
a business partner, Michel Rodriguez, 
who is based in Los Angeles. They have a 
whole range of freelance consultants on 
the books of The Format People.  Formats 
are the structured narrative or blueprint 
for a TV show, potentially including script, 
camera directions, location details and 
character details. They work for fiction and 
non-fiction and can be translated easily for 
other cultures and countries. 
   Justin was asked to teach a course for 
broadcasters and producers in making 
entertainment television.  This gave 
him the chance to put everything he 
learned in television into a form he could 
communicate to others and was where he 
discovered he really enjoyed teaching. 

“To me the Church of 
England is rooted in our 
history...”

   He says: “A lot of people working in 
national television were not aware of how 
these international formats work. I was 
going away every few months to a different 
country and each session was in a different 
country. I was in Northern Ireland, Cape 
Town, Germany and Switzerland.”
   “Because I was teaching people from 
all over the world they started to ask 
me back to their countries to look at 
individual shows that they were having 
problems with and I became known as the 
Format Doctor.” His work includes helping 
professionals navigate the international 
trade for show formats. 
   While he relishes the travel, returning 
home is important to Justin.  “Home 
for anyone is where you feel rooted and 
coming back to a vicarage and a parish is 
more than that. I plug back into something 
that is always there. 
Continued on page 15

Justin at home in Kidlington with his Bafta award.  Photo: Jo Duckles. 
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Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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Beyond rationality
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 
reflects on the present reality of 
the Resurrection. 

It’s many months ago that I was 
listening to an atheist saying 
something about his beliefs.  I cannot 
now recall his exact words but the 

thing he underlined several times over was 
the rationality of what he believed.
   At this time I remember having 
something of a knee-jerk reaction.  Was he 
implying (as I’m sure he was) that those 
who were Christians at that gathering 
were irrational?  Had we thrown away our 
reason in becoming followers of Jesus?  
Were we mindless, afraid to look at the lack 
of a logical basis to our beliefs?
   Nowhere, I suppose, does that come into 
sharper focus than in contemplating the 
miracle of the first Easter Day.  It is all too 
easy to set up an argument against those 
events which runs something like this:  
Jesus was a human being.  When human 
beings die they remain dead.  Therefore 
Jesus cannot have risen from the dead.

“...there is no evidence 
that they were expecting 
a resurrection...”

   But, of course, Jesus’s first followers 
knew just as much about death as we do.  
They knew perfectly well that dead people 
stay dead.  And there is no evidence that 
they were expecting a resurrection to 
happen.

   Logically and rationally 
his death on Good Friday 
was the end of all their 
hopes.  Emotionally too they 
were completely drained. 
But something happened 
that changed all that.  One 
challenge to that atheist is for 
him to come up with a proper 
rational explanation for the 
foundation of the Christian 
Church two thousand years 
ago.

“...love cannot 
be explained 
simply in terms of 
reason.”

   Logically you have to come 
up with an argument that 
explains its origins. Were 
those disciples deluded? 
   Or did they feel that Jesus’s 
teachings had survived even 
if he had died?  Or do we 
take seriously their belief – a 
belief that they were prepared to die for – 
that Jesus had conquered death and had 
opened the way to life beyond the grave.
   Is that a rational explanation for the 
phenomenon of the growth of Christianity 
and is it the best available?  If so there is a 
need to gently challenge those who label all 
belief as being fundamentally irrational.
   But, of course, life is bigger than 

rationality.  Things such as love cannot be 
explained simply in terms of reason.  In 
that context too we come face to face with 
a key question that we all know lies ahead 
of us – What happens when we die?
   A few weeks ago one of my own brothers 
died.  At 66 he was far too young to do so 
but he’d been battling with cancer for long 
enough and in the end it got the better 
of him.  His wife and children miss him 

terribly – as do we his siblings – but, in 
the midst of all the grieving, there was 
something very special about knowing 
that he was going to be with his Lord.
   Easter is not just a historic event – it’s a 
present reality – and in that we can rejoice.  
A very happy Easter to you all.
Colin Fletcher is the Acting Bishop of 
Oxford and Bishop of Dorchester.

Ordinand Hannah Cartwright 
reflects on the process of 
discerning a vocation.
‘For I know the plans I have for you’ 
(Jeremiah 29:11)

God has a plan for you. Discerning 
your vocation is simply the 
lifelong task of discovering what 
this plan is. If, after prayer and 

conversation with your parish priest, you 
think this plan might involve a calling 
to ordained ministry, then the formal 
‘Discernment Process’ begins in earnest.
   A veritable minefield of theological 
investigation, self-exploration and life-
changing conversations, it can feel a bit 
like trying to navigate your way round the 
London underground using an upside-
down map written in a foreign language.
   It looks as if there are multiple routes 
which may lead to your likely destination, 
but you’re not sure which station to get 
off at or the best way to go, and there 

are seemingly endless stops along the 
way. Some parts of the journey are 
straightforward and other times you feel 
like you’re stuck going the wrong way on 
the Circle Line, struggling to work out how 
to get back on the right route.

“...there have been many 
significant and life-
changing moments and 
relationships.”

   However, fear not! There are people who 
will travel with you, who are ready to help 
you find answers to the many questions 
that will arise. Some will accompany you 
for just a few stops, others are there for 
the long-haul, but everyone is there to help 
you find the best route for you: the way 
that Christ has called you to follow.
   For me, the formal Discernment Process 
sometimes felt like a rocky train ride in 

the dark, but I have never had so much 
support and love, or the space to explore 
my relationship with God so deeply. By His 
grace, and with the help of some amazing 
people, I have learned much along the 
way and found within me an even greater 
desire to share the Good News of Jesus. 
   The journey has required me to be 
vulnerable with God and with others, 
and to listen more carefully to where 
the Spirit is leading. I have been blessed 
by some great stops en-route too, some 
planned, some unplanned, and had lots 
of opportunity to test my calling in 
practical ways such as through my work 
in the homelessness sector and in my 
sending church. For me though, it was 
good friends, encouraging family and wise 
people who helped me most to draw nearer 
to God and to discern his call.
   From my first tentative visit to the 
Vocations Advisor, via some intensive 
work with the DDO (Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands), to my final meeting with the 
Bishop before being sent to BAP (Bishop’s 

Advisory Panel), there have been many 
significant and life-changing moments 
and relationships. Perhaps the most 
significant has been the time spent with 
my Spiritual Director, who has helped me 
interpret the signs and to keep trusting 
God’s way forward through prayer and self-
examination.  A good spiritual director is 
often the person who is most able to both 
encourage and challenge you but, more 
importantly, like all those you encounter 
on the way, they are committed to praying 
for you.
   So, whether you’ve only just jumped on 
the train, feel like you might be getting 
close to your destination, or are still 
looking at your map wondering where to 
begin: don’t worry. Hold on tight to God 
and enjoy the ride; God knows the plans 
he has for you, the Discernment Process is 
just there to help you discover them. 
Hannah Cartwright is currently 
training for ordination at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. 

En-route to ordination

Artwork by Madeline from Year Four at St Mary and St Giles CofE Junior School, Stony Stratford. 
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Call us now to discuss your care options 

•  Around the clock assistance
•  Companionship
•  Housekeeping & cooking

Our carefully selected carers are there to 
help you retain your independence

If a Care Home is not for you,
have you thought about a 
live-in carer?

Advertising April prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford.

 
‘The gifts he gave were that some would 
be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ.’ Ephesians 4:11-12 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 
 
WEDNESDAY 1 Cowley Deanery. 
Tim Stead, Andy Gosler, Trevor Jones, 
Roger Burne and  Martin Ross.  For 
the parish in vacancy in the deanery, 
for the interview and appointments 
processes and also for newly appointed 
incumbents as they settle into 
their new roles. Please also pray for 
the deanery audit currently being 
conducted which will lead to a new 
Mission Action Plan for the deanery. 
 
THURSDAY 2 Maundy Thursday. 
Blessing of Oils at Christ Church 
Cathedral.  Blackbird Leys. Heather 
Carter and Adam Stevenson.  Please 
pray for us as we undergo a transition 
of staffing having lost three of four 
clergy without replacement in just over 
a year.  For the City Council plans to 
regenerate the central area of Blackbird 
Leys and its impact on us and how 
we can best utilise this to expand our 
mission. 
 
FRIDAY 3 Good Friday. Cowley Team 
Ministry. Skye Denno and Richard 
Chand. For the interviews for the new 
Cowley Team Rector planned for April 
29 and 30, and meanwhile for the 
clergy team during the Vacancy. For 
the St James Old School, Beauchamp 
Lane that a suitable project and 
the necessary funding to rescue 
the building and sustain its use for 
the community may be sourced. St 
Christopher Academy, St Francis and St 
James (VC) Schools. 
 
SATURDAY 4 Bishop Colin Confirming 
at Christ Church.  St John Cowley. 
Matt Rees, Janet Proudman, Petronella 
Spivey and Philip Clayton. For Phil 
Ritchie as he prepares to move to 
Cowley to serve as Vicar and for the 
congregation as they move forward 
together in mission under his 
leadership. SS Mary and John (VA) 
School.  
 
MONDAY 6 Easter Monday. 

Headington Quarry. Tim Stead, 
James Stickings, Joan Walding, Peter 
Boulton-Lea, Deidre Twycross  and 
Jon Bowden.  For the church and local 
community as we seek permission 
for our plans for some much needed 
church building developments and for 
our worship and prayer life as we seek a 
new organist and choir leader. 
 
TUESDAY 7 St Andrew Headington. 
Darren McFarland. Please pray for the 
growth of our social outreach project on 
Monday afternoons. St Andrew’s (VC) 
School.  
 
WEDNESDAY 8  St Mary 
Headington. John Chesworth.  For 
this parish as they go through the 
vacancy process seeking a new way 
forward in ministry and for Maggie 
Thorne as she moves to Chinnor.   
 
THURSDAY 9 Highfield. James 
Cocke, James Larminie and Eve Vause. 
Please pray for the preparations for our 
Annual Summer Festival of Music and 
the Arts.  
 
FRIDAY 10 Iffley. Andrew McKearney, 
Bill Beaver, Sarah Northall and Sarah 
McKearney.  For our work with 
children at the Fish & Chip club and 
the growing involvement of parents 
in the congregation together with 
the Community Cupboard in Rose 
Hill, which we run jointly with the 
Methodist Church. 
 
SATURDAY 11 Littlemore. Margreet 
Armitstead, Teresa Morgan and Thomas 
Albinson.  For an increase of open trust 
in God and for a Fundraiser for the 
building project.  John Henry Newman 
Academy and The Oxford Academy. 
 
MONDAY 13 Marston and Elsfield. 
Tony Price, Alison Price, Rob Glenny, 
David Cranston, David Blair, and 
Bruce Robert.  Please pray for our 
curate Rob Glenny as he completes his 
diaconal year and looks towards being 
priested in June and for the continuing 
development of our ministry of 
music with a new organist, adult and 
junior choirs, and the creative mix of 
traditional and contemporary styles of 
music and worship. Diocesan Advisory 

Committee. 
 
TUESDAY 14 New Marston. Elaine 
Bardwell and Alison Salvesen. Please 
pray for mission in the parish . 
St Michael’s (VA) School. Crown 
Nominations Commission meets to 
discern who God is calling to be the 
next Bishop of Oxford.  
 
WEDNESDAY 15 St Clement 
Oxford. Jonathan Brant , Clint McVea, 
Theresa Gray and Ken Howson. Give 
thanks with us as we rejoice in the 
appointment of our new Rector, Rachel 
Gibson.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares for a move to Oxford, and for 
the whole congregation as we prepare 
for her arrival in July and for this new 
phase in the life of the church. 
 
THURSDAY 16 Sandford on Thames. 
Robert Morgan.  For the development 
of our ministry team, and for the new 
community hub. Milton Keynes 
Deanery. Tim Norwood, David Thorn, 
Penny Keens, Janey Nelsey, Chris 
Collinge, Peter Ballantine and Linda 
Kirk. Please pray that our experimental 
radio broadcasts over the Easter period 
bear fruit and for our projects that 
build the capacity of churches for 
mission and MK Prayer. 
 
FRIDAY 17 Milton Keynes Christian 
Foundation. Stephen Norrish and Paul 
Oxley. Please pray for young people 
with mental health problems and 
community organisations funded by 
the Public Sector (often working with 
the most vulnerable). Milton Keynes 
Mission Partnership.  Mary Cotes, 
Diana Miller and Penny Warburton. 
Please pray for the coMPass Learning 
Programme and the Leadership 
Development Programme. 
 
SATURDAY 18 Bletchley. David 
McDougall, Catherine Butt, Peggy 
Faithfull, Andrew Walmsley and Robin 
Rowles. Please pray for the new Mission 
Action Plan being written at the 
moment and for discussions regarding 
future ministry provision in the 
Bletchley area, because our population 
is rapidly expanding through huge 
new estates being built. Bletchley Cold 
Harbour (VC) School.  

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
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Bibles, DVDs, 
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FREE  
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And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...



Could you write a book like these?
At Bound Biographies we believe everyone 
can write their life story with guidance and 
support from our writing partners. Whatever 
stage you’ve reached in your writing project, 
we can take you through to the end, producing 
just the number of illustrated books required 
for family and friends, or wider distribution. 

For further information contact 
Sally Gray Tel/Fax 01582 861407

email: biographies@resource24.net
www.boundbiographies.com

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Town Centre location with easy parking
Why not visit and see our range of:

Bibles
Bible Studies, Commentaries & Prayer Books

Cards
Birthdays, Special Events, Seasonal & Scripture Texted

Stationery & Gifts
Christenings, Baptisms, First Holy Communion, 

Confirmations and Weddings
Church Supplies

Customer Orders Welcome

Email: bookshop@wayinn.com
Web: www.wayinn.com

Open Mon - Sat
9:00 - 5:30

Tel: 01442 870768

Celebrating 25 years as a 
Christian Light in 

Berkhamsted High Street

Way Inn Christian Centre, Post Office and Gallery
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MONDAY 20 Christ the Cornerstone 
Milton Keynes. Ernesto Lozada-
Uzuriaga, Tim Norwood, Joe Williams, 
Brenda Mosedale, and Marian Ballance. 
For wisdom and directions as we 
embrace cultural diversity and we 
continue to grow into an international 
community of believers from all 
over the world and for missional  
imagination as we reach out to Milton 
Keynes with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
TUESDAY 21 Fenny Stratford. 
Victor Bullock, Ian Thomas and John 
Hibbard. That the Parish will continue 
to discern its vision for mission and 
witness in the Bletchley Community 
and that we may respond generously to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our 
encouraging of and ministering to one 
another. Diocesan Synod. 
 
WEDNESDAY 22 Stantonbury and 
Willen (Team Ministry). Paul Smith, 
Peter Ballantine, Andy Jowitt David 
Wilson, Mike Morris, Barry Fleming, 
Mary Lovegrove and Mindy Bell.  For 
the appointment of new Ministerial 
colleagues at Christ Church and St 
Andrews and for our outreach to local 
schools especially through Easter 
Cracked programmes. Great Linford St 
Andrew (VC) School.  
 
THURSDAY 23 St George. Stony 
Stratford with Calverton.  Ross 
Northing, Ben Drury, Janet Northing 
and Graham Sanders. Please pray 
for fidelity to Christ and His Gospel 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
as the parish expands by over 6500 
dwellings - the largest single residential 
development in the UK. Stony Stratford 
SS Mary and Giles (VA) School. Bishop 
Colin confirming at Magdalen College 
School. 
 
FRIDAY 24 Walton Milton 
Keynes (Team Ministry and Local 
Ecumenical Partnership).  Matt 
Trendall, Louise Webber and Beatrice 
Quaye. Please pray for continuing 
growth in our work with children and 
young people and our new Children’s 
Church and midweek group for 9-14s 
(Rock Solid) which have both made 
encouraging starts.  For God’s work 
in the lives of our amazing young 
people and for our Alpha Course which 
started on 15 April and runs till the 
end of June - for many to come to 
faith and many others to grow in faith.  
Wavendon (VC) School.  
 

SATURDAY 25 Water Eaton. (Local 
Shared Ministry Project). Liz 
Breuilly, Wendy Carey and Chris Bell. 
Please pray for the Lakes Estate and for 
the new housing developments. 
 
MONDAY 27 Watling Valley (Team 
Ministry and Local Ecumenical 
Partnership).  Mike Morris, David 
Bell, Tim Hadden, Nick Adlem, Stephen 
Mosedale, Derek Martin and Phylis 
Bunnett. For the office holders to be 
elected at the AGM, especially a new 
treasurer and for our developing work 
amongst the older generation. Christ 
the Sower (VC) School.  For the Church 
leaders attending the Leading your 
Church into Growth Conference.  
 
TUESDAY 28 Please pray for Church 
leaders as they engage with the Leading 
your Church into Growth Conference.

WEDNESDAY 29 Wolverton. Gill 
Barrow-Jones and Peter Leedale. 
Please rejoice and give thanks for the 

growth in church weddings and in our 
increasing numbers of families coming 
to our services.  Please pray for us, the 
couples, families and children who are 
finding out about God, and for our part 
in helping them on their journey with 
God. Please pray for Church leaders 
as they continue to participate in the 
Leading your Church into Growth 
Conference. Bishop Henry Scriven 
confirming at St Helen and St Catherine 
School.  
 
THURSDAY 30 Woughton (Team 
Ministry).   Paul Norris, Heather 
Pollard, Mike Davidge and Tony 
Stanyer.  For the diverse communities 
in this area of Milton Keynes, 
particularly those from other cultures 
and nationalities and for people facing 
difficulties because of debt, poverty, 
hunger or lack of appropriate housing.  
For Church Leaders that they may 
return inspired and encouraged from 
the Leading your Church into Growth 
Conference.

The Revd Mandy Marriott will be leaving 
her post as Rector of Sherington with 
Chicheley, North Crawley, Astwood and 
Hardmead; The Revd Maggie Thorne will 
take up new post as Rector of Chinnor, 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant and Crowell; The 
Revd Mark Bennet will take up additional 
post as Area Dean of Newbury; The Revd 
William Donaldson will take up post as 
Area Dean of Oxford; The Revd Dr Gerard 
Moate will take up post as Chaplain of 
Bloxham School; The Revd Tom Holbird 
will be leaving his post as Curate at Gerrards 

Cross (St James) and Fulmer.
The following have been given Permission to 
Officate: The Revd Roy Burgess; The Revd 
Neil Weston; The Revd Adrian Hirst; The 
Revd Jenny Deverill; The Revd Canon 
Christopher Gower; The Revd Terry 
Richards.
We recall with sadness the deaths of: The 
Venerable Stephen Rowe; The Revd 
David Anderson; The Revd William 
Sykes; The Very Revd John Treadgold 
and The Revd Quentin Wilson. 

Coming and Goings

Prayer for the next Bishop of Oxford
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim 
Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have gathered 
us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold.

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.    

Amen.  

Our Bishops on Sundays 
 
SUNDAY 5 Easter Day. Please pray for the witness of the 
Church around the world and especially those whose witness 
may be personally costly.  
 
SUNDAY 12 Low Sunday.  Please pray for Bishop Jan-Olof 
Johanssson as he prepares to lay down his office as Bishop 
of Växjö and for Fredrik Modéus as he is  consecrated Bishop 
today.  

 
SUNDAY 19 Bishop Bill Down confirming at Cowley.  
 
SUNDAY 26 Vocations Sunday. Bishop Colin confirming 
at Thame and Cumnor. Bishop Alan confirming at Bradfield 
Deanery and Bishop Alan confirming at Claydon.  
 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2015 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in April

thedoorpost

CAP Money course: Learn how to be more in control of 
your money. Daytime courses on 23, 30 April and 7 May  
from 9.30am to 11.30am and evening courses on 15, 22 
and 29 June from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.  The courses are 
free of charge and take place at The Mish, St Clement’s 
Street, Oxford OX4 1AG.  Further details available at 
www.capmoneycourse.org or phone 01865 761661. 
 
Loneliness: Accident or injustice?  Justice Forum 
organised by the diocese in partnership with the Archway 
Foundation will take place on 28 April from 10am to 2pm 
at Wesley Memorial Methodist. Chair: The Revd Canon 
Bruce Gillingham. Speakers include: Sheila Furlong, Chief 
Executive of the Archway Foundation; The Revd Rachel 
Mann, author of ‘Dazzling Darkness’ (Wild Goose, 2012); 
and Stacy Bostock, Community Researcher from Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. Email alison.webster@oxford.
anglican.org for further details. 
 
Local Discipleship and Ministry Courses: 
Introduction to Preaching - One day course on 18 

April at Bletchley (cost £20). Introduction to Pastoral 
Care - This course is ten sessions and begins on 14 April 
in Oxford, 21 April in Reading and 15 April in Aylesbury 
(Cost £40)  Old Testament course - This course is ten 
sessions and begins on 22 April and will take place in 
Oxford (Cost £40). For details of both of these courses 
please see www.oxford.anglican.org/our-faith/lifelong-
learning/ or phone 01865 208257. 
 
Reconnecting with the earth: 22 to 25 April at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon. There will be time to be 
contemplative, playful and to reconnect with nature, 
as we consider together how to engage with the world 
around us positively.  We will do this through liturgy, 
guided exercises, time together and silence alone, both 
indoors and outdoors.  Led by Matt Freer, Project 
Manager of the Quiet Garden Trust and Tess Ward, 
Hospice Chaplain, celebrant and writer of prayers and 
liturgies. Cost £199 (fully residential). Details at www.
rcc.ac.uk/courses-programme/reconnecting-to-the-earth 
 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 27 March.

WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL
Headington:  All Saints Church 
OX3 7AU is holding a music recital 
in memory of James Trickey at 8pm 
- 8.45pm .  Refreshments available. 
 
Tilehurst:  St Mary Magdalen 
Church concert at 7.30pm. 
Maunder: Olivet to Calvary 
with Reading Concert Singers 
and Friends. Retiring collection 
for Heartbeats (West Berks 
Heart Support Group). Email 
robinmunday519@btinternet.com 
for details. 

FRIDAY 3 APRIL
Whitley:  St Agnes Church concert 
at 7.30pm. Maunder: Olivet to 
Calvary with Reading Concert 
Singers and Friends. Retiring 
collection for Heartbeats (West 
Berks Heart Support Group).  Email 
robinmunday519@btinternet.com 
for details. 

SATURDAY 4 APRIL
North Aston:  Readings for Easter 
from St John’s Gospel with organ 
music by JS Bach which take place 
at St Mary’s Church OX25 6JA 
at 7.30pm.  All welcome. Free 
admission. Phone 01869 340903 for 
details.
 
SUNDAY 5 APRIL
Cookham: Holy Trinity Church 
are holding an Easter celebration at 
6.30pm.  
 
Tilehurst: St Michael’s are holding 
a sunrise service and lighting the 
Paschal candle at 6am, followed 
by Easter Eucharists at 8am and 
9.30am. All welcome.  

MONDAY 13 APRIL
Oxford: The Oxford Council for 
Christians and Jews talk will take 
place at 7.30pm at the Harris 
Manchester College OX1 3TD. 
‘Israel - can there be a three faiths 
conversation?’. Email oxfordccj@
gmail.com for details. 
 
FRIDAY 17 APRIL
Newbury: Art exhibition at St 

George the Martyr Church begins 
today from 7pm - 9pm. Saturday 
18 April 10am - 6pm and Sunday 
19 April 10am - 4pm. Entrance £1. 
Phone 01635 582340 for details. 

SATURDAY 18 APRIL
Deddington: A recital at St Peter 
and Paul Church by Neil Hilgrove 
Colledge at 7.30pm. Dedicated to 
the memory of Professor Albert 
Einstein upon the 60th anniversary 
of his death. 

SUNDAY 19 APRIL
Oxford:  The Kennington and 
District United Church Choirs will 
perform Durufle: Requiem and 
Faure at Exeter College Chapel 
at 2.30pm. Free entrance. Phone 
01865 361431 for details.

THURSDAY 23 APRIL
Oxford:  Open discussion on ‘A 
campaign to encourage the 99  per 
cent to pledge to boycott meat from 
animal factories’ with Marchioness 
Tracy Worcester at Oxford Brookes 
University, Harcourt Hill OX2 9AT 
at 6pm (wine reception at 5.30pm). 
All welcome. Free admission.  

SATURDAY 25 APRIL
Penn Street: The popular Damon 

Singers’ concert will take place at 
Holy Trinity Church at 7.30pm, 
featuring some Russian pieces, 
Benjamin Britten’s ‘Hymn to St 
Cecilia’ and more. Proceeds to The 
Walk Centre charity. Phone 01494 
716726 for details. 

MONDAY 27 APRIL
Oxford: Bampton Lecture from 
the series of ‘Daring Spirit: John’s 
Gospel Now’ will take place at 
5pm in the University Church 
of St Mary’s - ‘Love Life: God, 
Community, Practices.’  

THURSDAY 30 APRIL
Oxford: Retired Clergy meeting 
will be held at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Holy Communion at 
9.45am followed by talk with The 
Archdeacon of Buckingham - ‘The 
challenge of clergy life in the 21st 
century - pastor and professional’. 
Email davidcknight45@gmailcom or 
phone 01865 761476. 
 
Oxford: Open discussion on ‘More 
fear and trembling: The question of 
Abraham, Isaac and God’ with Dr 
Martin Groves at Oxford Brookes 
University, Harcourt Hill OX2 9AT 
at 6pm (wine reception at 5.30pm). 
All welcome. Free admission.  
 

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a voluntary 
adoption agency, rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
We welcome all kinds of adopters for all kinds of 
children, regardless of age, race, cultural background, 
religion, marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

Milton Keynes:  01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Adoption information evenings: First Wednesday of every month 6.30pm-8.00pm

Venue:  SFCS, Collis House, 48 Newport Road, Woolstone, Milton Keynes, MK15 0AA

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)


